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i coples t0 Pdvlat before the deadline,
& _ R Otherwise this ls Dynatron

i Number 37 (Volume 32, Number 61), a fanzine of sorts, produced by

i Roy Tackett at Tack's Seitch, 915 Green Valley Road NW, Albuquer-
i que, New lMexico, .87107, USA, etc. Dynatron 1s published quarter-
i 1ly. Coples are available in trade for similar publics ions, for :
i letters of comment, through FAPA, CAPA and N'APA gnl .F all else.
i falks; for 25¢£. : 7

The arfless fanzire héStily-uﬁcéﬁéréd in hopes of .getting the FAPA ﬁ

A Marlinated Publ:

- Hmmm, This is the ‘8th annish if you keep track of that sort of
thing., You were expecting maybe a big production? I went to 22 pages,
That's a big productionesenérmally Dynatron runs only 20 pages, you
know, ) .
© . Tsk, I'm getting worse and worse, There is, plenty of artwork
on hand and several good covers but I am too lazy to put them on sten-
cll, Tell you what, 'though, Next issue T will try to include a few
pictures. And have a cover. ) ooFE i
: Maybe.,

You have to admit ‘that's a shrewd bunch in the federal administra-
tions In order to get the income ‘tax increase approved (a major job.
in an_ election year=-you don't think I'm going to vote for the incum-

. bent congressman, do you?) the administration found 1t necessary to ac-
cept e cut in spending. So where do they say they will make the cut?
In, the Post Office Department, of course, The Post:liaster General
says that in view of forced economy measures 1t will be necessary to
curtail service, c¢lose post offices, discharge personnel, et cetera,
(And it was just last Janvaryy that Congress approved a big raise in
postal rates.): I half expected the PNG to ennounce that, in the in-

. terests of efficleney and economy, the Post Office Department ‘was be-
ing abolished, Zip ‘codeswould rcmain in:effect, however,

; : il ; ; Gordie Benson
brought the list of Hugo nominees to a recent neeting of the ASFG, We
Just sat there and vomited, % : :

You can take Salem out of the country but...Fuzzy Pink will -find a way
to get It back, L Ut S Tl EThRN 4,

. X
I walked 1ntp‘Bee3ay's. nodded to the bartender and let nyself in-
to the backroom, As expected, Vardeman and Mike Montgomery were both

?;egept. Bob was on the phone and I gathered from the conversation
rhat nhe was talking to Lesleigh and Chris, : ' &b I

: E : o b S I'flopped in a chair and
dug a Eall lMall out of my pocket, "How's 1t going, Mike?" Mike nod-
ded., I think we've about got it wrapped up," he said. 2 A
o i LN ) ‘.. Bob hung up the
phong and swiveled. around, "Hi, Roy. I think we're in, man,.- Lesleigh
says the‘situation looks good in the midwest, ‘Don Blyly will deliver
the entire Peoria vote, " C Brg ) SO 4 - SHE S ]
i : 3o "Zxcellent,” T saids ' “That should wrap 1t
up‘then.: The N3F will have. a whole new administration come January,"
BINATRON 37 %0 ' age 1
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Yes, with Blyly and the Peoris vote :safely in hand the victory of
the Young Turks was assured, The conservative element of the National
Fantasy Fan Federatlon was due for a shock when the election votes were
tallied, S '

It had all started a couple of years back, Vardeman and
other members of Apa 45 who were also members of the N3F had done some
grumbling -about the way the old Neff was btogged down, "Let®s face it,"
Gene Klein had written, "the 103% Neffers are firmly in cantrol and
the club is nothing but an old ladies knitting circle. The N3F has
- Plenty of potential but that is all. it is is potential, So long as
the current club administration is in control that's all it will be,
Look at the roster of officers. A bunch of ancients. Mo wonder the
club can't get anything done, "
: Much discussion followed in Apa 45 and a
concerted campaign was mapped out, ¢

(To be continued (probabl&_in Aug78)):

The following letter from Christopher"Walker, 5311 0ld [ill Road,
Fort Wayne, Indiana 46807, arrived too late for inclusion in the letter
col -but I think 1t is pertinent so will include it here,

Deaxr Roy, -
There's really not so much to comment on“in DYN ;#36, Most of . the
material is pretty self-sufficient, but I would like to chime in with
liike Horvat., - I don't think sf (whatever you want the initials to stand
f9r) belongs in g divorced, walled-irn category, cut off from modern
literature as a whole, And one of the best proof's of that is .the comn«-
troversy over exactly where the 1limits are. Is Vidal's Messiah sf?. Is
Barth's Giles Goat Boy? Bulgakov's The Master and largarita is clearly
fantasy ~ Isn't 1t? And 1980 and Brave New Uorld (you've heard this
before) are time-honored mginstream classics, 6o don't wall us in, We
have enough troubles without cliqueism, :

3 T , I'd try a hand at the essay on
why Analog stories-don't appeal ‘to me" but I'm sure someone more com=
betent than I will manage to make it clear to yous The same piece will
doubtless deal with Takumi Shibano's fifth “law of science fiction",
"po not try any literary experiment that has no connection to the situa-
tion." This is an attitude which seems to 80 hand=-in-hand with Separat-
ism and Space Opera (Say, there's the title of that essay for youl
Separatism ang Space Operat), along with a disinclination to discuss
The New Thing (whatever that means rationally,

L ; Sincerely

Christopher Walker

I don't ‘know, Christopher, how much of that is general comment and
how much is bersonal comment to me however I won't argue that there
wasn't much to’ comment on in Dynatron 36, A bland issue, as is thish,
On the other hatid 3.a o

_ L vant sf’ to stand for what it has stbod for for
lo, thgse any' years: SCIENCE fictions I am, after Bllse it ot o
scientlsp, at least g member, .of the Scientific community. I work in
electronics, imy other interests include astronomy, archaeology and an-
Fhropology. I am interested in new developments in physics and cheme
1stry and biolegy and the other fields that go to make up the body of
Sclentific lmowledge. , So Just. to get the terminology clear, when I
Say SF I mean science stories. I do not consider sociology (as the

Ferm 1s used today) to be a Science, Medicine is a Science, psychiatry
1s not., OK? )

Page 2 ~ g DYNATRON 37



The term !"speculative fiction" seems to me to be muel-too: broads, .
all fiction is speculative. (For that matter; it has been advanced
that all fiction is "fantasy" and that really broadens it out).

' - ' ' Separat-
lsm and being walled in--don't look at me, babe, I didn't do it. The
credit/blame for ghettolzing SF rests squarely on the shoulders of the
late, beloved Hugo Gernsback. Prior to his publication of ANAZING
STORIES and his tagging the genre with the SF label the sort of fiction

* * ' we call 'science fictior or fantasy was an accepted part of mainstream

“fiction and printed in books and the old all fiction magazines sucp as
" ARGOSY, BLUEBOOK, etc,, right alongside western, detective, historical,
-and ‘contemporary fiction with no distinction being made. With the com-
ing of ANAZING and the stfzines that followed it, howevcr, SF became a
Speclalized field and so it remains for the most prart. Uniortunately,
the, ah,.literary world has accepted this convention and helps. to main-
thin the separatness of SF, (e .
‘ . However, as you point out and certainly I
won't argue that with you, SF does appear in the mainstream of litera=-
ture--although it isn't called SF (¥this can't be SF--this 1is good%).
1984 and Brave New World, certainly., And On the Beach, In the Wet,
Stranger in a Strange Land, Islandia, Live With Lightening (not, by
any means conventional SF, but SF nevertheless), and a host of others,

The point is that SF was once accepted mainstream literature and
still is=--if it is good enough (well, some of ‘it is accepted as main-
stream although it isn't good but because it is written by a mainstream
author).

; The same applies to any other specialized field of Yiterature,
The Ox-bow Incident is a western that you'll find on the main fiction
Shelves of your library and not in the western section,

- ; : The speciali=-
zation of SF led to the formula story which 1s ‘what we find in most of
the magazines today and it is doubtrful that the formula story (be it
SF, western, detective or whatever) will ever be accepted as mainstream
literature, -

I think Shibano's 5th-law (Do not try any literary experi-
ment that has no connection to the situation) is valid particularly
when applied to Speclalized, ghettoized, SF. The reader's won't accept
it as SF., As something else, ‘maybe, but not as SF,

Oh, I'm quite wil=-
ling to discuss The New Thing rationally and cooly and all like that,
First, however, define your terms., What do you mean by "New Thing"?
(Jerry Lapidus, in reference to my statementzfﬁét New Wave writers were
intellectualy bankrupt, asked if I so considered Zelezny and Delaney,
No, T do not, I consider Zelazny, Delaney and Niven to be three of
the finest writers to come into the field in quite some time-~-they have
the potentisl to make it not Just as SF authors but as authors period.
Those three can write, bviously I do not consider them as part of the
Newr VWave or lew Thing or whatever it is.)

I didn't ask for any essays on
why ANALOG doesn't appeal to you but if you wan't to write one I'11l be
happy to have it, I think Phil Muldowney (in the LoCol) did a good job
of analyzing why it doesn't appeal to him,

Do you get the feeling that
all stories in this field, whether science fiction or fantasy or
speculative fiction or whatever, should begin "Once upon a timegese"?
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. I do wet nrdinexily comment on thirngs mundane in Dynatron as T prefer to keep
Yo faoot of ime that is turnoed bowards the fannish sub-culture separate from the
day to day goings on of ‘the mainstream of society, however, the recent pronouncement
of the head of the Roman Catholic Church in regards to birth control strikes me as
~ being close to the ultimate in religious idiocy. : el f it

ke ipRE R P : ‘The greatest problem Terra faces
is-not clashing tdoologics. or rising nationaiism or racial conflicti Our biggest
_problem is people,  We are almost at:the point now where there are too many of them,
Population explosion is not just a catch-phrase but an actusl fact. The head count
_1n the United-States will exceed 300,000,000 befare the turn of the century. Asia
- will add’ another 1,000,000,000 people to its already ovércrowded spaces. The popu-
lation of Burcpo, South America and Africa is increasing at an ever-increasing rate,

. . The prospect of a lialthusian future is all too real and most of Terra's leaders
baVt rocognized this and are, albeit rather hesitantly, urging that the brakes be

- applied.  Birth control and family planning are getting ever intreasing attention.
Tt begins to look as if the realization that we are rumning ocut of room and out of
food and-out of .everything else is beginning to dawn on the powers that be and the
-Common hém‘aliké.. 9 - _ ; ’ e

Nl P R S T | charging in from right field comes the Pope with the- -
sort “of ledaevil Thinking that kept Burope in darkness for a thousand years. 7You

Verious inquiries have been roceived concérming who orwhat, the Radical Center

1S Supporting in this clection year,  Hjalmarge Wong, chairman pro-tempare of the.
Division LF Radical Centeriste has come out in'favor of a wiiteiin Fop Pat Paulsen,
. Wong said that 'in view of the fact that 21l we had actively and inactively seek~
ing-the. Presidential office was a bunchof comedians we might as well vote for a..
professionsl. “He further. suggests that 5 Noverber beo declared a rational day of -
aloXbacantin SRR R ENTICER T e S i i A Tor
Vext issue will have @ rewlew or two and maybe some poctry by Bill Wolfenbanger and.
I dontt know what- 186} Iaybe something by Ed Cox. 0r Sai Ubrage even,

oy ; Romme

ED" COX; doodle in this SBACCSY T o it o gl - st & N e
Lk e
3 e
¥ : % R o
1 55 ! :“_\
9 - 4
i ; i “|"
2% \ 4 ‘
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winds up his account of the 20th Westercon

WIND-UP AT THE SHERATON~ITEST

Back to the art room where fans were clumping in Congenial groups. E4 Cox, Rick
Sneary and jen Ioffatt were about to go to dimmer as soon as soneone got back from try-
ing to find someone else who was going to decide where to go and with whom, Finally
Rick said he would go vith Stan Woolston and myself, as it was almost impossible to
get a decision to go to eat from more than three fans, e walked to the block-away
drive-in, acquired a following of six ar Seven other hungry fans on the way.- we stoppec
to meet Bill Blackbeard, who now has a white beard, but didn'tt shake the mob, and it
took several tables to seat us. Allan Howard, of ESFA, New Jersey, sat with us, and
the Fllingtons and others Sat at another table. (@ood food there amdopen 2l hours, so
e were not dependent on the hotel at anvy time,

: : I mentioned to Allan that this neigh-
borhood, a few nmiles sSquare from estern to downtown, and 12th Street to the hills s was
?illed with landmarks of LASFS history. Rick said he got to Xnow this part of the city
Just by coming to IASFS meetings, over the years, I wonder if someone could nublish
a historical Tap, perhgps on the cover of Some LASFS fanzine? ((BEd.notes A project for

/e found a new way back into the hotel, and perhaps this was the main en~
trance to the convention, as there Was a sign saying Miestercon,. " e went up a flight
of stairs and there was the registration desk and con hall, Going through we heard
Snatches of Singing from somewhere, Tt sounded like "pinafore,

' ' . #3 - The movies were at 8
P.me and the place was packed, - F.lis Busby had said he counted the rows and there were
only 150 Seats, but there were many standing now and the hotel people brought in more
chairs, As usual, trouble with the lights heightened the anticipation, The chandeliers
blinked on and off eerily, like a mysterious message from outer space. T saw many fans
T hadntt seen till now,. among them Al Lewis, who had been spending the day at a model
airplane exhibition, Donald Reed, the polite president of the Count Dracula Society,
was calling people'"mistar"-that really is another fandom, o :
' s Several of the movies were
entertaining and quife good, and all were good considering they were amatsur and stu-
dent-made films., A Jack Sennett-type comedy featured Sylvia Dees as the heroine in need
of rescue from the descending screw, The next was pure hand color work, with accompani-
ment of zany Goon-show music to the fast-moving blobs. T mentioned to Rick Sneary that
it looked 1ike the hand of \Rotsler, but it was a British £film, A Superman parody made
up of flashing stills wasntt so hot., i o e A : -

2 A Poe silent--the Fall of the House of Usher—- .
showed its worth by following the comedies without evoliing laughter. Again Sylvia Dees,
with Steve Tolliver, in some effective aeting, T wondered where they sot the ancient
arched bassageway, until the credits ‘showed it was filmed at the 1ission Tan in River-
side. All in 211 & very good movie program,
' Then followed the Gilbert and Sullivan
parody--first of two at this convention, bélieve it or nott Seems that the MNorthern
and Southern GeS companies had similar ideas nt about the same time. Unfortunately, or
perhaps fortunately, I was only able to see one of them, so I am hanpily unable to make
& comparison. .F,Ii, Busby saw only the. other which 4e said was great. T leave it to

others to.prove that comparisons are odious, S
DYNATRON 37 Page 3



MCa.taln rulure lkebs Gilhert & Sullivan” wes the 2igh point of the convention
for me. T had expected (and expected to enjoy) a hilarious riot full of mistakes; in-
stead it was marvelously well acted and sung. The music was from Pinafore, and the
script a funny one written by Steve and Virginia Schultheis sore years ago. This com-
bination made for an interesting play to add to the fascination of watching fans per-
form.

The singing Puturemen were Grag the Robot, played by Ien Bailes; Otho the an-
droid, by Chuck Crayne; and Simon Wright the brain, a box constructed by Don Simpson,
In came Captain Future, played by Ted Johnstone, whose comical strut was fabulous.
Lois Lavender was the heroine, Joan Randall; Fred Patten did Lzra Gurney; and Sally
Crayne played the G&:S part of Iittle Asteroid (Little Buttercup in FPinafore). Bruce
Pelz was the villain, the l@mster of the Universe. A good feature was a pause after

- €ach number, to allow the audience +o gather its wits (and the cast to rest). ‘Dian
Pelz directed ard Katya Hulan played the piano. The script is available from Bruce
Pelz in one of his Filksong books,

Iext was an amnounced open party in the Town Fouse

Room, which turned out to be a swinging one. It was just as noisy as any other party
but there was more room for the decibels to digsipate, and the lack of furniture cre-
ated elbow-room. SR

Jerry Jacks spilled a can of beer on Karen Anderson. There was some-

one with a guitar, and music could occasionally be heard through the din. There were
a 1ot of hoots and beards and hippie clothes among the younger fans—-I could hardly
recognize Steve Salo in his long hair. A big guy with a shock of bright red hair
turned out to be Tonny Vhitledge, I talked to Greg Benford about our collaborational
epie, and he introduced me to Vernor Vinge, a rising youns pro who had words of en-
couragement. He said he read the. story and it reads like an Ace novel (yes, but it's
too short and pAce has already rejected it). I said to Greg that at least the fannisms
verent't intrusive, and he wouldn't even know they were fannisms. 1aybe Campbell won't
recognize them either, I told Vernor Vinge T thought he was a pen name because of the
alliteration,: He has appeared in NET JORLDS and ANAIOG among others. See '"The Accom-
plice" in the ppril 1967 IF. .. .. o _ ’ oo

~ Zeke Leppin, one-time IASFS host, was there. 7T asked hin

how hetd been doing lately and he pulled out not-a ranuscript but a published story,
under some pen-name lile "L,K,Iiipp" or somethingy in a girlie magazine. T didntt
read it—-T cant't ready anything at conventions. '

, : . I sat a while in oreof the few chairs
and tried to listen +o oy Lavender explaining about UFQs to Stan Woolston, and gave
it up when I comldnt't hear most of it. T then just sat and took in the scene. Tt was
pretty unbelievable. oOne cute little girl trotted about in a miniskirt and green legs.
l2le costumes (and they weren!'t costures, either) were even weirder. Rut no one was
actually boisterous, or acted strangely--just like ordinary fans,

i "I talked to Stan
about the 13F & while, then saw Erik Fennel of PLAYET STORIES fame, and went over to
rmeet him, chatted with him a while along with Bi1ll Fllern and leal Clark Reymolds,
Fennel said he d like to see a magazine like PLANET or THRILLING TTONDER again. He
said someone gave him a formila for success with that kind of story; what youtre sel-
ling is not plot or characters, but emotion. He discussed Campbe1l interestingly--
ballbearing mousetraps came into the conversation——T forget most of this.

, P I wanted to
talk to Bruce Pelz about %he N'APA troubles but he said he wanted to enjoy thé conven-
tion, which sounded sensible. There were other parties that night, I suppose, but I
didn't find any, T rememter reeting id Balcer in the elevator. "Say something in Es-
peranto," I said, e said something, which he translated to "this is a very enjoyable
convention.” fthich it was, The open party was still poing strong. Sooner or later
it got to be two A.lh, and T conped out,

Sunday morning bright and clear, and so was
I. After brealkfast T went to the fan floor. There was nothing on the vast airy
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reaches of the program until 2 7,ii,, but I found fans up and about before 10. TIn the
huekster room I made some 'purchases s then gathered up some application blanks am
title books in the thought that the best way to sell things at a convention is to
carry them around under your arm. T met F. !, Busby and Burbee in the corridor and
e talked. Burbee remembered the Tovm House hotel as a fancy place, and had never
thought in his youth he would ever be a guest here,
' In the Commonwealth Room,there
was Ross Recklynne, looking with nostalgia at old AIAZING QUARTERLIES. T bought a
December 126 AIAZING for football prices., lalcolm Willits was ordering replacements
from Ed iood of Advent for his Collectorst Book Stere.

In the art room Poul Anderson
was talking to 2 jovial character whose name-tag read Harry Harrison. "Sir ‘Harry",
corrected Rick Sneary (he is a Knight of St. Fantony). Rick said he was still hummirg
G&S tunes from last night., T think T saw Jock Root here, and Clyde (or Claire) Beck.
Fllie Turner and Sidonie Ropers were comparing frilled pants. T toured the art show
proper, Tuise Petti was selling sketches—-T dontt think she sold meny. - Johnny
Chambers was looking at thé bids on his art ard observed there were none, v th a wry
green dinosaur expression. T have already mentiored T thought this was a low-spendirg
convention crowd-~I may be wrong. Paul Herkart had a tripod and was methodical 1y
taking photos of every work of art. Tilliem Clark ard \ubrey lcDermott were sitting
at a small table in the Goldstone room, and Bill said, "pre you buying or selling?"
Selling, 50¢" "Haw much with your autograph?" #Thatt!s ancther 10¢", T said, Tate

: o

he said itDermott wanted one too, and T sold five books all together at this C onven-
tion. 7owee., But then I haven't been able to sell many anywhere else either. I
still have several hundred left, They'!re 50¢4. to N3F rmembers gallsf pages, photo-offset,
giving an alphabetical 1ist of 1600 titles s With all the other rrisleading titles the
stories go urder. TI've got an addenda of 600 more titles worked dp, ready for publi-
cation, but what's the use? I don't want to make morey, the books have paid for
trtemselves in the club, but there'!s just no sale. I'm not giving them away, though,
if thatt's what youtre all e Eiack el s :

. 3 ; Alva Rogers gave me a rew First Fandom mem-
bership card, as I wasnit going to make the meeting, and said the vote for this year's
Hall of Fame had gone to Tdmond Hamilton, with Jack 1Jilliamson pretty much of a cer-
tainty for next time, Since these are the two authors I first read in AMAZING, I
didn't object to that. Te also agreed that the award should alvrays go to a living
person, The Keller avard had bteen already voted before his death.
_ HE : ; ‘ I stalled too long
" before getting dressed for the banquet, and for once got there on time instead of too
early. As a result T got on the end of the chow line, which was all right as I got to
talk to numerous people. Soreone said to grab a table place and reserve it first, or
have soreone hold it far you, then get back in line. (Otherwise, I might have to thke
pot-luck and sit with strangers? T rerember the Chicon, where I was holding places
at the IASFS table, and turned away Ed Bmsh and Hal Clerent.)

_ ] I asked Bjo Trimble,

what!s with the chow line? She shrugged and said it wasmostly Bill Ellern's idea.
Ron Ellik was there, in impeccable lederhosen, Forry Ackerman pointed out Fritz TLang
sitting at his table. Ron El11ik begged Forry, squirrel fashion, to tell him about
the sunflower seeds. Barney Bernard said he had misplaced his program booklet, and
wanted to lmeow what was on the program. I said, "I know it by heart, there's nothing
on it," which seemed to amuse Ellik ard Jechn Trimble. Iowever T inforred Barney about
the eveningts entertainment, which T was coing to have to miss. Deverly “Jarren told
about Forryt!s "monster fan' who carped on Forry's doorstep all the time. The buffet
style banquet wasn't so bad. People didn't have to wait to eat after they had waited
in line for the meat to becarved, and jugsled the Plates over to a table.
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This time I did get the last table, squeezed in at the back, in the corner, fur-
thest from the speaker's platform. But there was Al Iewis, for some reason, The rea-
son became apparent vhen I saw that another man at our table was Charles Schneeman,
and Al obviously wanted to talk to him, "I always admired your work and T may be the
next con chairman and..."” went the pitche Then Al listened to Schneeman talk, and
once he pot started he did not stop, until interrupted to be introduced. The subjects
seered to be artwork and flying saucers, though T didn't hear it all due to interrup-
tions from the head table. :

: (%% 7 Brandon Iamont introduced the committee again, and Earl -
Thompson, for one, got a standing ovajion. Walt Daugherty handled the introductions q
though T could see tkey were written by Forry—who else would say, '"those living leg-
ends, Rick Sneary and Charles Burbee"? - Among pros introduced were Fritz Tang, (Now
vanisled from his table), old-time SF vwriter Ross Rocklynne, (who got a big hand), old-
time and recent writer Fmil Petaja (pronounced Pet-eye-a), new pros like Norman Spin-
rad and Tarry Niven, fan-pros such as "Jalt Iiebscher and Torothea Faulknet, Jon
Decles (whose real name is Don Studebaker), philip Farmer, [larry Harrison, and regu-
lars like Frits Leiber, Poul and Karen Anderson, the Kris ilevilles, Ray Bradbury,
Harlan Ellison and the Van Vogts. I hadnever seen Harry Harrison or Charles Schnee-
man before this convention. : ;

, g Robert Bloch was the master of ceremonies and made a wit-
Uy speech as usual, sorething 1ike an unpublishable Bob lope. He said he was given a
list of names to introduce: Roast Top Round of Beef, lacaroni Salad, Strine Beans...
You know the bit if youtve ever heard Bloch,

: iy Alva Rogers presented the Iittle Jen's
"Invisible Little Man Award" to Charles Schneeman, who made a short appreciative speech,
saying he enjoyed doing science fiction illustration. ILon Atlkdns, who had been chosen
as a representative new fan for Fan Guest of Honar, made a well-written speech s Quietly
presented, the main point of which .is that he was a fan in the South where fans were
- few, and they ‘became fewer by most of them moving to the Vest Coast. -Finally he had
" to follow the crowd, and come west. : A :

' SR T Srd Ao VOMIE Bloch said he didntt know what subject Marion
Zimmer Bradley Breen would speak about, and I don't think she was quite sure either,

Ske rambled interestingly from fan to fnro re'ininiscehcés, and at times she sounded like
the 1ZB of the fanzine reviews, with references to "little reofans" (a term I-never
liked; neofans arejust nevfans, not necessarily littke kids) and "I wonder if any of
you here have ever seen a hecto?" (I sama hecto being usedat APA T, recently). The
main premise of the speech was that "fans had lost their goshwow'-~the fannish equiva-
lent of sense of wonder, T don't think this is true—else where did all these goshwow
convention attendees come fromg? Franldy, since the supply of cheap egoboo seems to
have decreased, fendom has to run on goslmow tle se days. She mentioned other hobbe s A
such-as model airplanes, and everyonelooked at Al Iewis. Marion closed her speech on
a sertimental -note, saying she had gone from fan to pro to fan again, her voice brealk-
ing om "now T have come full circle,! ' £ ‘

: . T think Harlan Ellison said a few words then,
mainly that the party Tuesday was off, "There is no rarty," was about the wev he put
it. Drandon Iamont said that some had asked that the busiress reeting be moved up--it
had been scheduled for § P,I", Tuesday, nretty late--and he said that since the only
item of business was the bidding on the next JJestercon, and that there was only cne bid-
der, he surprisingly. called for voting in Berkeley by acclamation., This of ¢ourse fol-
lowed, then some hasty consultation seered to indicate hetd goofed, However, all was
straightened out when he_, called on Alva Rogers "to make a bid Tor the site you have
Just acclaimed,n : 3 : Yl :

‘Alva plugged the Berkeley hotel, said that while the pro GoH was
still ‘under wraps, the Fan Guest of Honor would be 17alt Daugherty, = This effectively
did away with the Business leeting, no loss. It also brought on-a parade of announce-
ments, one of them heing that there was to be an open party Tuesday night at the new
LASFS slan shack--'Mle expected to get the overflow from the Tllison party--now we will
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have all of you." Drave fans. Ed ljood huckstered for the huclksters--"You'tre here
to spend moneyl" he cried, and a couple others made announcements., Brandon Iamont
closed the banquet by announcing the auction as starting at 5 P,i7,--"half an hour ago"
--though he vas remirded it was only L.30. Con Chairmen lose all track of time.
] I
vent home early Sunday and missed several important items on the vrogram, the Fashion
‘Show, "H,1%,S, Trel-a-Star", the late-late debate and the First Fandom meeting. You
can't win tem all., The last thing I sawasI drove out of the parking lot was Fritz
Ieiber striding along the sidewalk with extremely long steps, like one of his own
characters, :

' lorday T had to go to wrok, to pay far my prozine purchases. llonday af-
ternoon T got a letter from Roy Tackett saying: "Go alead and write a Vestercon re-
Par L TR IIb A8 T oo, Bhen. (T really hadntt intended to write a ccn renmort, I
had just said this as a joke, since Tackett had orce published a postcard of mine in
DYNATRON as a Pacificon report. Even now I just thought Tt'd put together a few re-
marks. I took no notes, I don't have a nhotogrpahic memory, but later I made a list
of fans (about 175 of them) that I had met,put down the order of events s and wrote this
around them., Tt's taken a long time and it seems to have growm to huge proportions,
but I hope Roy hasroom for ity even as a serial, "I probably will never again write an-
other con repob, Since this is also my first ore, it may be unique.

It felt like go-
ing ‘to a rew convention llorday afternoon, Therewas no parking space left, so I parked
in the underground garage. I arrived in the con hall just as the auction was about to
start, so this is where T had come in, twenty-four hours previously. T seemed to have
Just missed a two-hour speech by Harlan Ellison, but I can imagine it or reconstruct
it, having once seen Ellison. They say he knoecked Star Trek or at least Roddenberry,
If so he must have faced a hostile audience, as the most porular button selling at
this convention was "I Grok ir. Spock", I can picture the clash of colors as Harlans
cyes met the green buttons of the Spock=-grokkers., ;
: : : 1y own opinion of the show is nega-
"ciye (except as a boost to scierce fiction in gereral), T have only watched three
episcdes, and finished ore. The remirded me too much of the post-rar ASTOUNDING, when
e:_iplorlflg space-ships began to be manned by crews of govermment experts, instead of
Eza\?il inventors and their friends, an innovation that took all the joy out of space
_ lalt Daugherty handled this auction alone as it was a small-spending one. The
fancy cog-‘blmes from "Prek-a-Star" didn't have a chance, and they werewithdrawn, 1alt
had to bid on some of the Quarter items himself. There vas some good material, and T
got a bunch of FANTASTIC ADVINTURES and someothér junk. Stan Woolston was there, and
iiogiegewi‘?cquamtences of s f?om.(}ard'en Grove, Don and Kerry Walker. Daugherty auc-

O? o ~ some Jack Harness paintings, appropriately wearing a Jack Harness-tyre
shirt Ly [iost of those attending auctions are neofans these days,'and Daugherty does
a good job entertaining them and maldng the bidding fun,

. - , I savilally Tleber in the
Gares Room (yes there was a Games Room there, one of the extra con rooms) watching a
game of_Dz_pl_omacy. I had a deck of ESP cards T had- bid on, andtold Wally to pick a
card, When he picked a star or circle or something, I said it was tke ace of spades.
They all say ESP on the face, which T explained meant ace of spades. T hardly maw
Wally at all during this con, laybe he was attending that "other convention"--the one
yz?u read about in the coments on con reports--"that must have been some other conven-
tion than the oneT attended,n

I trust that no one will say that about this con renort.
At ;east some of the incidents related, many of which arc true, ouzht to be familiar
to éveryone who attended, and some who didntt. :
. I met Roni [11ik in the Commorwealth
Room and T bousht one of his E[.T.3mith books, and he authocrpahed it, mentioning the
IDF. Someone with an Fnglish accent was ‘there —Trevor Herndon, who knows Ella lgarker.
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There was a display of Bok portfolios there that Emil Petaja hadput out. Fine, but
everybody goes. overbecard for Bok these days. Could it be because he's dead? vhy not
more honor for living artists and writers, before we starve them to death with owr
lack of financial rewards? B .

kgt I asked Fd Wood why the plain black and white dust jackets
on Advent books, and he said extra color printing is more expensive. Then why not
some other single color than black? (A few:are dull brom). T met Jo-Ann Tood, whom
Ld won at a iHdwestcon--some collector Ed is. Ron Ellik was selling a book to Barney
bernard--a hard sell proposition,

On the stairs I met Don Fitch and FiBusby, carrying
big bags of '"books"--underneat the top book was beer and vittles for a small party to
be held in Don Fitch's room, after the masquerade.

I got dressed in plenty of time for
the costume ball--TI don't come in costume but T feel T should wear a suit, as at a for-
mal party--but vhen T got out on the fire escape there vas a line ard a Jam-up. The
door to the ballroom vas closed and the crowd got bigger, many of them in costume,
packing the oren ramp between hotel buildings (they must have lmocled two hotels to-
gether for the con, it seemed). T remarked to Dean Grennell that if this thing col-
lapsed, it would be an unprecedented disaster to fandom, Bill Donaho, in his business
svit (cerise robe and cowl) was standing in the middle, Grennell asked me if T was
the ore who had visited Fond du Lac once in his absence and left a fanzine. I sur-
mised that this must have been Don Durwvard, a frierd of Bob Tichtman, who had once sl
So visited Bloch in Wisconsin, '

Soon the lorg-jam broke and we filed into the hall,

the same hall that had served in other furctions, but excellent for this purpose, with
its raised platform or stage, and two areas, so that when the actual Judging started
the waiting costurmed falk could beput in the front area2, while the audience remained
in back., I fourd a place to lean against a pillar and so had a standing viewof the
whole scene, G e

Before the judging began they had Entertainment—-some kind of nightclub
Singer and dancers. ' Then care lNotables--some of the cast of Star Trek including Til-
liam Shatner mingling with the mob of admirers such as Dejah Thoris ard Ray Bradbury.
(If leonard Mimoy had come in T would have Inom it by the screams). Shatner made a
short speech, appreciativecof the support for tke show ‘and said, in elosing, "Frodo
livesi" Tmm glad to hear that this Frodo, apparently a member of the 3T cast, is on
the road to recovery, _ : : ' ' \
] I cantt put back the.memaries of' the costure ball in any kind
of order. It seemed to ms ‘the most colorful one I had ever attended. The hit of. the.
show was the dog-man act. of “hepard Ikrtz, T think it was (the young fan who was Spider
'an a year ago), who won thepopular. vote and: also the grand prize. I can't remember
who the judges were; ontside of Dan Alderson, but they did a good job. There just
werent't enough awards to g0 around! Two unknown fans were dressed as. Grip Reapers,- in
black robes and-with scythes. There were mny medieval and legendary characters with
staff's andpikes, and the overall effect of the milling mob with scythes ond sticks
Waving overhead was that of a peasent!s revolt in The Wizard of Id. ;
i . 3 Chain mail jingled
(Owen Hannifents normal attire), swards clasted on shields, Romans wandered about in
togas, and science fiction was forgotten, (Mot really, therewere many authentic SF -
and fantasy costures, they were just outnumbered by the medievalists.) Elmer Perdue
had on what appeared to be a bullet-prcaf-vest, but was on closer look a collection of
metal chauffeurts licenses, The entire Anderson family was in Costume; Poul with a
Tire-Patrol umiform, sstrid as Dejah Thoris, and Karen as a "Leigh Braclet character
looking for a story." Bd Baker was resplendent in a fancy uniform of. the "pggressors"
with U,S, gold buttons. Jean Bogert was the abominable: snow vwoman, George Scott and
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